An architect’s rendering of the proposed Mulerider Rodeo Arena to be located on U.S. 82 just west of Mulerider Stables.

Arena will meet University’s needs, provide
positive economic impact for the region
Southern Arkansas University has an opportunity to provide a competitive educational
experience and dramatically impact the economy of south Arkansas and the region through
the construction of a multipurpose covered
rodeo arena.
A $2 million gift from Magnolia residents
Therral and Jan Story have helped bring this
project to a reality, but additional funds will
be needed to complete the facility. The University is currently seeking pledges totaling
$500,000 to construct the Rodeo Reception
Area, the building that will serve as the en-

trance to the arena. This building will house
concessions, office and meeting space, and
public restrooms.
The arena will be home to the Southern
Arkansas rodeo team, a nationally competitive collegiate rodeo team. Members of the
SAU rodeo team consistently compete at the
National Collegiate Rodeo Finals in Casper,
Wyo.
Completion of the rodeo arena will provide
many benefits to Southern Arkansas University. Not only will it serve as a place where
rodeo team members can practice rain or

shine, but it will also provide the team to host
its annual rodeo on campus for the first time.
The team will also be able to host a variety
of events including high school rodeos which
bring prospective college students to the SAU
campus.
The University will market the new rodeo
arena as a place for local and regional groups
to hold equine and livestock events, trade
shows, and other appropriate events. Participants at these events will bring money into the
local economy by eating in restaurants, shopping in local stores, and staying in local hotels.

Arena would complement existing Mulerider Stables
Construction of the proposed Mulerider Arena would be the second
phase of a project that began in 2006 with the completion of Mulerider
Stables, a 59-stall facility used by the Southern Arkansas University
rodeo team.
Mulerider Stables is located on U.S. Highway 82 on a section of the
University’s farm. Construction was financed with private gifts through
the Southern Arkansas University Foundation.
Mulerider Stables is equipped with 59 Priefert stalls, a wash rack,
and men’s and women’s restrooms. Additional pens and pastures are
available near Mulerider Stables. These are often used by rodeo team
members who bring more than one horse to the campus. The facility is
used almost exclusively by the SAU Rodeo Team, and the team manages and maintains the facility.
During the Great Southern Arkansas Mule Ride, held on Sept.
19, 2009, as part of the University’s centennial celebration, Mulerider Stables proved to be a valuable asset. Due to rainy conditions,
participants were able to mount their mules inside Mulerider Stables.
The facility served as a hub for the event and received praise from out-

Mulerider Stables

of-town guests.
The proposed Mulerider Arena would sit on the west side of Mulerider Stables, allowing easy access and high visibility from the highway.
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Therral and Jan Story of Magnolia present a check for $2 million to Dr. David Rankin, president of SAU, and members of the SAU rodeo team. This
donation began the fundraising drive for the new Mulerider Rodeo Arena.

A Story of Giving
For 48 years, Therral Story has lived within a half-mile radius of his current Magnolia
home. Both Therral and his wife, Jan (Wyrick)
Story, attended Southern Arkansas University
and both were raised in families involved in
Magnolia’s business community. Jan graduated in 1984 with a degree in computer science
and a minor in marketing. Currently enrolled
at the University, Jan’s daughter, Fahren, continues the family tradition.
The Storys see SAU as a point of pride for
the region and as an amazing resource that
constantly draws new faces and attention to
the hometown they love.
“We have grown up in Magnolia, where you
know everybody,” said Jan. “Our family and
our roots are here. All of our kids and grandkids are here, and our grandkids will be going
to SAU one day.”
There are two constants that are an indelible
part Magnolia, according to the Storys – the
friendliness of the people and Southern Arkansas University.
“We’ve seen our share of company layoffs
and businesses close doors here, but SAU is
growing,” said Therral. “Dr. (David) Rankin
is doing a tremendous job at SAU. In 1962, I
attended classes in an old metal army building. If you’ve seen SAU today, you’ll know
they are doing amazing things. It’s not standing still.”
It was that belief of a promising future and
a love of SAU’s strong rodeo program that
prompted the Storys to make an unprecedent-

ed $2 million donation to the University toward the construction of a new rodeo arena.
Asked what prompted the gift, Therral said,
“God gave me the ability to make money.
When you’ve been blessed, you want to use it
to make a difference and give something back
to the community that supported you and the
people who live here.
“People say all of the time, ‘we need to do
something to help Magnolia,’” he said. “We
have wanted to do something to give back to
the community. We asked ourselves, ‘what is
the strongest thing Magnolia has going for it?’
That’s SAU.”
Why an arena? To Therral Story, that’s an
easy answer.
Growing up in the country, he spent his
childhood around livestock, showing cattle in
the county fair.
“The kids I’ve seen involved in 4-H or FFA
(Future Farmers of America) never seem to
be in the business of troublemaking, and we
need to support that,” he said. “SAU has a
great rodeo team and agricultural department.
These kids need to be supported and have a
place worthy of a great program.”
The Storys anticipate that the benefits of a
first-class arena will trickle outward into the
community and will draw people to the area’s
hotels, restaurants and businesses.
“I see it as a benefit to the community, as
well as the University,” Jan said.
Other cities have public and privately
owned properties that bring in people and
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Therral and Jan Story and their dog, “Sugar”

money. A wise business man, Therral has done
his homework and visualizes the new arena as
a venue for concerts and different events, including trade events.
“It will surprise people to see how many
folks it will bring into Magnolia,” he said.
“There is nothing like it in this part of the
state, and we know that it is in good hands at
SAU.”
The generous gift was given with an eye toward the future.
“We want something our grandkids will be
able to see one day and look back and say,
“He’d be so proud to see it now,” said Jan.
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The Rodeo Reception Area
The Rodeo Reception Area will be the public entry to the new
Mulerider Rodeo Arena and will house a number of important operations.
A ticket booth and entry gate will allow for controlled access to
the arena and events. This not only ensures that event organizers
maximize their gate receipts, but it will also help ensure security
during events.
A modern concession area will allow spectators to have their favorite event food without having to walk very far from the action in
the arena. An adjoining store area will allow for the sale of “official”
event merchandise in a controlled manner.
Men’s and women’s restrooms will be provided in adequate number. The convenient location will get spectators back to the arena in
minimal time.
A covered porch on one end of the arena will provide a place for
grilling. Not only will this area serve the concession stand, but event
organizers may chose to open this up for other purposes.
An office will provide a place for an arena staff member. It will
be important to have an employee of the arena on hand when the
facility is rented out for a weekend livestock show or rodeo. The
person in this office will also be responsible for keeping the arena’s
calendar of events and working with event organizers when planning
for upcoming events.
A conference room will allow event organizers a place to use as a
central operations hub. If a group rents the arena for a weekend horse
show, they may chose to hold registration in the conference room or
use it as a hospitality room for judges.

Quick Facts
Size:
7,500 square feet (building and front porch)
700 square feet of additional covered walkways
Facilities:
Men’s and Women’s Restrooms
Concession Area
Ticket Booth
Arena Office
Conference Room
Grilling Porch
Large Plaza
Covered Walkways to Arena

As a whole, the Rodeo Reception Area will be a critical part of
the Mulerider Rodeo Arena’s function. Without this facility, the
arena may not be able to draw large crowds and may not catch the
eyes of those who are looking for an event location.
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Cody Prescott, an agricultural business major from Florida, won the national championship for tie-down roping
at the Collegiate National Finals Rodeo in Casper, Wyo.,
in 2009. Prescott’s success in
evidence of the quality student-athletes who compete
on the Southern Arkansas
University rodeo team.

Students from across the United States and North America attend Southern Arkansas University to compete
in collegiate rodeo. These students often bring with them friends and family members who also become Muleriders. Construction of the Mulerider Rodeo Arena and the Rodeo Reception Area are critical to growing
the rodeo team at SAU. This facility will be unlike any other in the area and will be a draw for recruiting. A gift
towards the construction of this facility makes an impact on the lives of each member of the rodeo team and
other students who will walk through the doors.
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A part of the plan

The SAU Blue and Gold Vision
The construction of the Southern Arkansas University Rodeo Arena
is a part of the Blue and Gold Vision, the University’s first capital campaign to raise more than $100 million. The plan was set into motion in
2002 and has seen some of the goals completed.
Through the Blue and Gold Vision, SAU will be investing in its faculty, students, and campus. With many senior faculty members retiring in
the next decade, it will be critical for SAU to attract and retain the finest
teachers, scholars, and scientists. The Blue and Gold Vision can do this by
endowing professorships and chairs for the deans of our four colleges and
by funding learning opportunities. Implementation of the Blue and Gold
Vision will also allow SAU to recruit and enroll students by offering more
scholarships—both merit scholarships and need-based scholarships—
and to provide a quality education that gives students a competitive advantage in their field through the use of the latest technology and equipment. Finally, the Blue and Gold Vision will balance out the campus by
improving classrooms, creating more space, and making programs more
centralized.
Projects in the Blue and Gold Vision are broken into two phases.
Phase Blue projects are those expected to be completed in the first five
years. Phase Gold projects are those we hope to complete by the end
of the decade.
Thanks to the Blue and Gold Vision, change is already visible on the
SAU campus. The Donald W. Reynolds Campus and Community Center, the Honors Hall, and the University Village apartment complex were
completed in 2004. Mulerider Stables was completed in 2006. A new
band hall has been constructed, the new Science Center will be completed in 2010, and improvements have been made to the University’s
athletic facilities.
The Rodeo Arena will not be the end of the Blue and Gold Vision.
Other projects include a new center for agricultural studies, a University hotel and a convention center.

For more information on the Southern Arkansas University Rodeo Arena or how you can become a part of this project,
please contact us at
Southern Arkansas University Foundation
P.O. Box 9174
Magnolia, AR 71754-9174
Phone (870) 235-4078
Toll Free (877) 235-7409
Fax (870) 235-4080

The Blue and Gold Vision major projects at a glance
Reynolds Campus and Community Center
Honors College Hall and Endowment
Residence Halls				
Science Center				
Agriculture Center			
Wharton Nursing Renovation		
Bruce Center Renovation			

$16.7M
$5.5M
$22M
$17.5 M
$5.7M
$2.3M
$2.9M

Band Building			
Multipurpose Arena		
Farm Expansion			
Student Activities Center		
Deans (Endowments)		
Professorships (Endowments)
Total				
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$2.3M
$23M
$1.7M
$4M
$2M
$400K
$133.1M

